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The Beginning of Brookville 

[In the many newspaper articles about Brookville (a kind of history 
that is far from reliable, but which, unfortunately, is almost the only kind 
we have of this famous town), there are various and discrepant statements 
as to the founding of the place. The following, written for us by Mr. 
Amo^ W. Butler, grandson of the principal founder, we submit as the most 
reliable account procurable — Ed.'] 

AMOS Butler, a young Quaker from Chester county, Penn- 
sylvania, came to Lawrenceburg in 1803. He selected some 
land in the "Big Bottoms," near Elizabethtown. The next 
spring, upon his return from Pennsylvania, he found his chosen 
homestead under water. In the course of his prospecting in the 
summer of 1804 he made his way along the Indian trail up the 
Whitewater river to the site of the present town of Brookville. 
Greatly pleased with the beautiful region at the forks of the 
river he selected the southeast quarter of section 20, being influ- 
enced by the fact that it had little large timber on it. The sec- 
ond growth was doubtless that which occupied an old Indian 
clearing. This land was entered at the land office at Cincinnati, 
December 4, 1804, being the first entry of land within the limits 
of the future town of Brookville, and Amos Butler was the first 
settler of that town. That winter he busied himself with plans 
for developing the new region. He and Jesse B. Thomas, of 
Iyawrenceburg, afterwards a U. S. Senator from Illinois, and the 
author of the historic ''Missouri Compromise," were associated 
together in the plan to form a new town. July 3, 1805, they 
entered the north-west quarter of section 29. For this Mr. But- 
ler paid the greater part of the purchase money, but Thomas 
succeeded in having the patent issued in his name. On this land 
the original plat of the town of Brookville was laid out August 
8, 1808. The sale of the lots was deferred through legal pro- 
ceedings taken by Amos Butler. He later agreed to a compro- 
mise settlement by which he was deeded part of the land in 
consideration of the payments he had made. The first lot in this 
addition was sold March 7, 1811. In the meantime John Allen, 
on July 6, 1805, entered the quarter -section east, and Amos But- 
ler, on March 18, 1806, entered the quarter-section north of the 
original plat. Both these settlers laid out additions to the town, 
and both these additions are dated May 26, 181 2. 

Mr. Butler remained at Brookville until 1818, when he re- 
moved to Hanover, Jefferson county, and there, in a little old 
graveyard, is buried Brookville' s first settler. 

Amos W. Butler. 



